00412102

From Burruel, Rene [Burruel.Rene@mbco. conj
Sent: Monday, Cctober 27, 2003 9:01 AM

To: '"nprm@tb. gov'

Subj ect: FW Your assistance is needed TODAY

| mportance: High ----- Origi nal Message-----

From E-mail from M ke Jones Sent: Tuesday, OCctober 21, 2003 11:26 AM
To: DL MBC MIler Enployees; DL MBC MIler Consultants

Subj ect: Your assistance is needed TODAY

| mportance: High

Your assistance is requested... TODAY!

W need you to wite a letter via e-mail to the federal agency that
regul ates al cohol policy. This should only take a m nute of your tinme. W

antici pate that Anheuser-Busch and Coors will be sending a simlar request
to their enpl oyees, and we hope that MIler enployees will heed this call to
action.

Today is the last day to submt a letter to support a proposed rul e that
preserves the integrity of beer. BACKGROUND

The U.S. Treasury's Tax and Trade Bureau is currently assessing changes to

regul ati ons concerning flavored malt beverages. This proposed rule was the result of

nunerous requests by state regul atorsO0000000000000000000000O000O00O00O0000O0O0O0O00O0OOOOOOOO
and consumer groups who questioned whet her FMBs should be regul ated as malt

beverages or hard liquor. The proposed rule stipulates that FMB products, just |ike al

ot her mal t DOOOOOOOO0O00000000000000O0O0O0O0O0O0OO0O0O0O0OOOOOOOOOOODOOODODODOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooal
beverage products, must derive the vast majority of its alcohol fromthe

fernentation process. Only .5%of a FMB' s al cohol can come from flavorings

containing alcohol. |In other words, if a FMB product is to be sold as a

malt beverage, it should be made as a malt beverage according to traditiona

brew ng nmet hods and processes.

M Il er supports this proposed rule and believes that TTB proposal is an

inmportant clarification of federal alcohol beverage categories established

to maintain an orderly US marketplace and preserve the distinction between

mal t beverages and hard |iquor. The proposed standard ensures product integrity,

preserves | ongstandi ngOOO0000000000000000000C0000000O0O00C0OO00O00ODOO0OCDOO0OO0O0ODOO0O0ODOOOC
di stinctions inposed on beer, wine and spirits, and provides a uniform and

consi stent classification systemon which states, manufacturers,

whol esal ers, retailers and consuners can rely. Wthout a national standard rooted in

exi sting law and regul ati on, JO00000000000000000000O0O00O0O0O0000OO0O00O0O0O00O0OOO0OOOOOOOOCODOO
manuf acturers, retailers, and wholesalers will face a potential for a

pat chwor k of individual state | aws and regul ati ons where the same product

may ultimately be sold as a "beer” in one state and as a "hard liquor" in

another...in fact, we are already seeing this possibility in the state of

Nebr aska

If you have questions regarding this request, please contact Dwayne Kratt at
ext. 3783. Thank you for your help

WHAT WE NEED YOU TO DO TODAY!

* Pl ease cut and paste this emnil address into a new e-mail nessage

(don't forward this note): nprm@tb.gov <mailto:nprm@thb.gov> * Cut and paste the

information for the subject line and place that OO0000O00O000O000O0000O000O0000O00O0000OOO0O0OOOOO
into your new emai|l nessage: SUBJECT LINE: Reference TTB Notice No. 4

* Pl ease copy the letter (below) and paste it into the new emai
nessage.

* DO NOT' FORWARD THI S EVMAI L W THOUT ERASI NG THE EXPLANATI ON MESSAGE!

AGAIN...Today is the last day to do this...please SEND this nessage TODAY!



SAMPLE LETTER:
Dear Sir or Madam

As an enpl oyee of MIler Brewing Conpany, | amwiting to express ny support
for the TTB' S proposed rul emaking for flavored nmalt beverages which
preserves the integrity of beer.

| believe the TTB's action is an inportant clarification that ensures that
if a FMB product is to be sold as a nalt beverage, it should be nade as a
mal t beverage according to traditional brew ng nmethods and processes.

If your rule is adopted, consuners will still be able to enjoy FMB products
and whol esalers and retailers to will continue to be able to distribute,
sell and market flavored nmalt beverages as they do today.

However, absent your new standard, brewers, retailers, and wholesalers wll
face a potential for a patchwork of individual state |aws and regul ations
where the same product may ultimately be sold as a "beer"” in one state and
as "hard liquor"” in another...in fact, | understand that we are already
seeing this kind of situation in the state of Nebraska and w Il al nost
certainly see this situation in several other states

Thank you for this opportunity to offer ny support for your proposed FMB
rul e preserving the unique differences and integrity of beer. Sincerely,

sign your nane



